
 

CADAS	
Night Sky 2017- April	

Mercury Sets	 Sunrise	 Sunset	 Venus Rises	
5th – 9:36pm	

10th – 9:22pm	
15th – 8:50pm	

1st – 6:47am	
10th – 6:27am	
20th – 6:06am	
30th – 5:46am	

1st – 7:44pm	
10th – 7:59pm	
20th – 8:15pm	
30th – 8:31pm	

1st – 5:47am	
10th – 5:17am	
20th – 4:52am	
30th – 4:30am	

Moon Rises New-Full	 Moon Sets New-Full	 Moon Rises Full-New	 Moon Sets Full-New	
1st – 9:40am	

2nd – 10:28am	
3rd – 11:23am (FQ)	

4th – 12:25pm	
5th – 1:31pm	
6th – 2:40pm	
7th – 3:49pm	
8th – 4:57pm	
9th – 6:05pm	

10th – 7:11pm	
11th – 8:16pm (Full)	

-----------------	
27th – 6:53am	
28th – 7:32am	
29th – 8:19am	
30th – 9:13am	

1st – 00:06am	
2nd – 1:17am	

3rd – 2:21am (FQ)	
4th – 3:16am	
5th – 4:02am	
6th – 4:40am	
7th – 5:12am	
8th – 5:40am	
9th – 6:06am	

10th – 6:29am	
11th – 6:53am (Full)	

-----------------	
27th – 9:44pm	

28th – 11:01pm	
29th - (NMS)	

30th – 12:11am	

12th – 9:20pm	
13th – 10:23pm	
14th – 11:23pm	
15th - (NMR)	

16th – 12:20am	
17th – 1:13am	
18th – 2:02am	

19th – 2:45am (LQ)	
20th – 3:22am	
21st – 3:56am	
22nd – 4:26am	
23rd – 4:55am	
24th – 5:22am	
25th – 5:50am	

26th – 6:20am (New)	

12th – 7:17am	
13th – 7:43am	
14th – 8:12am	
15th – 8:45am	
16th – 9:23am	

17th – 10:07am	
18th – 10:57am	

19th – 11:54am (LQ)	
20th – 12:55pm	
21st – 2:02pm	
22nd – 3:12pm	
23rd – 4:26pm	
24th – 5:43pm	
25th – 7:03pm	

26th – 8:23pm (New)	

		
Comet	45P	Honda-Mrkos-Pajdusakova	is	now	beyond	the	orbit	of	Mars.	This	
month	 its	 in	 the	 constellation	 of	 Leo	 should	 you	 try	 to	 find	 it.	 (Please	 visit	
website	below	for	further	information).	
		
Comet	C/2015	V2	Johnson	is	in	the	constellation	of	Hercules	for	this	month.	
Its	currently	at	9.5	magnitude	(13th	March)	and	1.332AU	from	the	Earth.	
		
The asteroid Ceres will be best visible in the first half of this month. It will be 
4 degrees to the left of Mars on the 1st at 9:00pm. (Please visit website below 
for further information)	
		
Psyche and Amphitrite are two asteroids that are less than a degree apart for 
the first half of this month. Their location is close to the bright star, that’s 6½ 
degrees to the lower left of Regulus in Leo. Leo constellation is due south 
around 10:00pm this period. (Please visit website below for further 
information)	



		
Mercury is at greatest eastern elongation on the 1st. And should be visible in 
the first half of the month low in the WNW. On the 1st Mercury sets at 
9:34pm.	
		
Comet	41P	Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak	is	at	its	closest	to	the	earth	over	the	first	
three	days	 this	month.	 Its	distance	 from	us	 is	0.142AU	 (13.2million	miles	or	
21.1million	km).	On	the	2nd	at	10:00pm	it	will	be	near	two	bright	stars	in	the	
constellation	of	Draco	midway	between	the	handle	of	The	Plough	and	Ursa	
Minor.	 Its	 last	 observable	 magnitude	 was	 8	 (March	 13th)	 so	 you	 will	 need	
binoculars	 at	 least	 to	 see	 it.	 (see	 the	 two	 star	 charts	 dated	 the	 2nd,	 for	 its	
position)	
		
On	afternoon	of	the	4th*	there	is	a	planned	launch	from	French	Guiana	of	the	
Soyuz	ST-A/Fregat-M.	Its	payload	is	SES-15,	manufactured	by	Boeing	Satellite	
Systems.	
		
On the 4th around 9:00pm the asteroid Vesta will be 10 degrees to the upper 
right of the Moon in the constellation of Gemini and 2 degrees below Pollux. 
(see the two star charts dated the 4th, for its position)	
		
Jupiter is at opposition on the evening of the 7th and is at its best to view. The 
position of its four Galilean satellites; Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto 
will be easily visible in a good pair of binoculars if you havn't got a telescope. 
A good APP to get on your Iphone, Ipad etc to show which satellite you are 
looking at, is “Sky & Telscope, Jupiter's Moons”. I've had this app for some 
time and its very useful for viewing through whatever type of telescope you 
have, and I believe it was a 'free' one.	
		
On the 9th around 9:00pm, Jupiter will be 13 degrees to the lower left of the 
Moon in the constellation of Virgo.	
		
The undocking and landing of the of the Expedition 50 will take place on the 
10th*. NASA astronaut Shane Kimbrough and cosmonauts Sergey Ryzhikov 
and Andrey Borisenko of the Russian space agency will undock their Soyuz 
MS-02 spacecraft from the International Space Station's, Poisk Module and 
land in Kazakhstan.	
		
 



As the sky begins to darken around 8:30pm on the evening of the 10th, look for 
Jupiter which is just 1 degree to the lower right of the Moon.	
		
At 10:30pm on the 11th, Jupiter will be 12 degrees to the upper right of the 
Moon.	
		
Comet	41P	Tuttle-Giacobini-Kresak	is	at	perihelion	on	the	12th	when	it	will	be	
1.045AU	 from	 the	 Sun.	 We	 are	 1AU	 (93million	 miles)	 from	 the	 Sun	 which	
means	it	does	not	get	within	our	orbit.	By	the	end	of	the	month	it	will	be	in	
the	constellation	of	Hercules	and	0.191AU	from	us.	
		
Uranus is in conjunction with the Sun on the 14th.	
		
At 10:30pm on the 15th the asteroid Vesta will be in a straight line with the 
two bright stars Castor and Pollux in the constellation of Gemini. Vesta is 3½ 
degrees away to the lower left of Pollux. Castor and Pollux are 4 degrees 
apart for comparison. (see the two star charts dated the 15th, for its position)	
		
At around 5:00am on the 16th, Saturn will be 7 degrees to the lower left of the 
Moon.	
		
On the 17th at around 5:00am, Saturn will be 5 degrees to the right of the 
Moon.	
		
The Eta Aquarids meteor shower reaches its peak next month though they can 
be seen from the 19th.	
		
Mercury is at inferior conjunction with the Sun on the 20th.	
		
On the 20th* there is a planned launch of the Expedition 51/52 from Baikonur, 
Kazakhstan, to the International Space Station (ISS). Its crew are NASA 
astronaut Jack Fischer and cosmonaut Fyodor Yurchikhin who will be the 
Expedition 52 commander.	
		
At 4:45am on the 22nd, Comet C/2015 ER61 Panstarrs is just 5 degrees 
above the Moon. Its last observable magnitude was 9.5 on March 13th, so you 
will need a good pair binoculars at least to see it.	
		
On the 22nd at 5:00am, the Moon is low in the ESE with Neptune, 8 degrees 
to the left of the Moon and only 2 degrees above the horizon.	



		
The Lyrid's meteor shower reaches its peak on the 22nd though they can be 
seen between the 16th - 25th.	
		
An occultation of Neptune by the Moon occurs on the 22nd and will only be 
visible from Australia.	
		
At 5:00am on the 23rd, Venus is 2 degrees above the horizon and due east. At 
this time the Crescent Moon is 10 degrees to the right of it and slowly 
inching itself above the horizon. Neptune is also 5 degrees to the upper right 
of the Moon and a fraction higher than Venus.	
		
By 5:30am on the morning of the 24th, Venus will be 7 degrees above the 
eastern horizon with the Sun rising 20 minutes later.	
		
On the 27th around 9:30pm and just before the Moon sets you will find Mars 
9 degrees above it with Pleiades star cluster just to the right of Mars.	
		
There is a very close conjunction between Mercury and Uranus on the 28th 
though far to near the Sun for observing.	
		
On the 28th at 9:00pm, Mars will be 8 degrees to the right of the Crescent 
Moon in the western sky.	
		
On the 29th* there is another planned launch from Baikonur, Kazakhstan, of 
the Proton-M/Briz-M. Its payload is the EchoStar 21 satellite.	
		
Comet C/2015 ER61 Panstarrs is 17 degrees to the upper right of Venus as it 
rises on the 30th in the constellation of Aquarius. It reaches perihelion next 
month.	
		
On	the	30th	,Comet	C/2015	V2	Johnson	is	1.015AU	from	the	Earth.	Since	April	
1st	its	travelled	29.5	million	miles	(more	than	47	million	km)	closer	to	us.	It	
reaches	perihelion	in	June.	
		
There	are	 further	 launches	also	planned	 this	month	 from	Satish	 Dhawan	 in	
India,	Xichang	and	Wenchang	in	China.	
		
	



News:	Chinese	state	media	is	reporting	that	the	country's	space	program	has	
developed	a	craft	capable	of	both	landing	on	the	Moon	and	flying	in	low	earth	
orbit.	
		
Fact:	 Mikhail	 Lomonosov	 (Russian)	 1711-1765	 was	 the	 first	 person	 to	
hypothesize	 the	 existence	 of	 an	 atmosphere	 on	 Venus	 based	 on	 his	
observation	 of	 the	 transit	 of	 Venus	 of	 1761	 in	 a	 small	 observatory	 near	 his	
house	in	St	Petersburg.	
		
*	=	Please	note	that	dates	and	times	may	vary.	
		
A useful site: www.heavens-above.com	
		


