
Crewkerne & District Astronomical Societv
Slqt Notes Aprtl 2018

All timings afe Universal Time. (G.M.T.) U.K. local time is now I hour more. (B.S.T.)

Moonts Phases
LastQuarter April 08d.07h. l9m.
New ' l6d.0lh.58m.
First Quarter " 22d.21h.47m.
Full ' 30d.00h. 59m.

Moon at apogee (furthest from Earth) April 08d. 05h. Diam. 29'26"
Moon at perigee (nearest to Earth). " 20h. l4h. " 32' 20" .

The Planets
Mercury : A late morning object, near dawn all month. On the l't. , at Inferior Conjunction, it rises at 05.20, 20 minutes before dawn,
and on the 30tr'. at 04. 10, 25 minutes betbre the Sun. It reaches its greatest elongation, 27" W ., on the 29'h. Mercury remains in S.E. Pisces.
near the border with Cetus. lt moves 6' S.W. to a stationary point mid-month and then turns back N.E. 8o to the end of the month.
Mid month Mercury will be mag. - | .8, 10.4' diam., elong. 20o W. and rising at 04.40, 20 minutes before dawn.

Venus ! Continues to be an early evening object. At the start of the month it sets at 20.20, an hour after sunset. By the end it sets at22.00,
21/zhours after the Sun. It begins the month in S.W. Aries, on the border with Pisces. lt travels N.E. across Aries and enters Taurus around
the 20th. lt ends the month 6o N. of l'r. mag. star Aldebaran, Alpha Tauri. A total travel of 35'. Around the24th. it will pass 3' S. of M45,
the Pleiades star cluster.
Midmonth itwillbemag.-3.9, ll"diam.,elong.23"E.andsettingat2l.l0,anhour&l0minutesaftersunset.
Mars ! Remains a late morning object, but getting earlier. On the l't. it rises at02.10,31/zhours before dawn. By the 30th. it will rise at
01.20, lt starts the month in eastern Sagittarius, 2o N. of the 3'd. mag. star Lambda, the top of the "Teapot's Lid" and also l%o N.W. of
M22 (NGC 6656), a large globula cluster. Moving East, it moves l6o, ending the month some 6" West of the border with Capricornus.
Early on the 2"d. Mars will pass L2o South of Saturn.
Mid month it will be mag. -0.1, 9.7" diarn., elong. 96o W. and rising at 01.50.

Jupiter ! A late evening object at the start of the month, but getting earlier. On the I't. it rises at22.10 and by the 30tr'. at 20.00,40 mins
after sunset. Remaining in S.E. Libra, it travels 2" N.W. during the month, ending it 5%' S.E. of the 3'd. mag. star Zubenelgenubi, Alpha Lib.
Mid month Jupiter transits South at midnight and reaches its maximum altitude, 2l o, around 02.00. lt will be mag. -2.4, 44"diam., elong.
140' W. and rising at 21.10, lhour& l0 minutes after sunset.

Saturn : A morning object, but also getting earlier. At the start it rises at 02.00, 3% hours before dawn. By the end it rises atl/e past 12

It continues to lie in Sagittarius, North of the "Teapot". On the l'r. it will lie lt/2" N. of the 5'h. mag. globular cluster M22. lt moves %o E.
during the month. As previously noted, on the 2"o. it will be passed by Mars.
Mid month it will be mag. +0.4, disc diam. 17. 1", rings 38.8", elong. 105" W. and rising at 0l .10..
Titan, mag. 8.3 & elong. 160". Greatest W. elong. on April 4 &20. Greatest E.. elong. on April l2 &28.
Uranus I An early evening object at the beginning of the month, heading for solar conjunction on April l8'l'. On the I't. it sets at 20.00.
On the lstl'. at sunset, 19.00. On the 25tl'. Uranus rises at dawn, 04.40. Starting in S.E. Pisces, close to the border with Aries, it travels l%o
N.E. during the month, crossing into Aries around the l0tr'. It ends it I %" N.E. of 4.3 mag. star Omicron ( I l0) Piscium.
Mid month Uranus will be mag. 5.9, 3.4" diam., elong., setting at sunset, 19.00.

Neptune i A late morning object all month. At the start it rises at 05.10, 1/zhour before dawn. By the end it rises at 03.10, I hour & 20
minutes before the Sun. Remaining in N.E. Aquarius, near the border with Pisces, it moves %' N.E. during the month, ending it l%. S.W.
of 5th. mag. star Phi Aqu.
Mid month Neptune will be mag. +7.9, 2.2" diam., elong. 4l o W. and rising at 06.00, l0 minutes before the Sun.
Meteors

Virginids : April 6 - 17. Maximum April ll/l2tr'. Radiant at R.A.l3h.36m., Dec. -llo, 3o E. of I't. mag. Spica, Alpha (30)
Virginis. Culmination at 01.00, altitude 29o. Zenith Hourly Rate 5. Moon not favourable, F.Q., setting at 01.18 on the 23''r.

Lyrids : April I 8 - 25. Maximum April22. Radiant at R.A. l8h. 8m., Dec. *32, 9" S. of I't. mag. star Vega, Alpha (30) Lyr.
Culmination at 02.00, altitude 7lo, Z.H.R. 10. Moon again not favourable, 2 days before Full, setting at04.28 on the 23'd.

Deen Skv Obiects
Thetl.eoTriplet': AclosegroupofthreegravitationallylinkedspiralgalaxiesinLeo. Theyfeatureasnumber3lTinHaltonArp's
'Atlas of Peculiar Galaxies', especially the third one, NQC 3628. They are members of the main Leo galaxy cluster, which also includes
M95,M96&Mt05.
M65 (NGC 3623): This nearly edge-on galaxy (inclination l4o) was discovered by Pierre Mechain in 1780 and observed and listed by
Charles Messier shortly after. lt lies 24 million L.Y. away, with a diameter of 87,000 L.Y. Apparent size is 9.8' x 2.9' and integrated mag.
is 8.9. Its mass is over 200,000 million Suns, and is moving away from us at 666km./sec. R.A. I lh. 18.9m., Dec.+ l3o 05,.
M66 (NGC'3627) ! lnclined at 45" to our line of sight, this galaxy was also discovered by Mechain and noted by Messier in t780.
It has a diameter of 94,000 L.Y., lies at a distance of 21,5 million L.Y., has an apparent size of 9. l'x 4.2'and an integrated mag. of 9.0.
Its mass is 130,000 million Suns and is receding from us at 583km./sec. R.A. I lh. 20.2m., Dec.+l2o 59'
NGC 3628 : An edge-on spiral galaxy with a distinctive central dust lane. lt has a diameter of I 10,000 L.Y., an apparent size of
l2'x 1.5' and an integrated magnitude of 9.5. lt too is receding from us, at some 728km./sec. R.A. I 1h.20.3m., Dec.*l3o 36'.

To find them, start from Denebola, 2"d. mag. star Beta (94) Leonis, te lion's tail. The triplet lies 6%' W.S.W. of it and 2%o S.S.E. of
mag. 3.3 star Chertan (or Chort) Theta (70) Leo. They all lie within a I " circle. M65 is 20' N.W. of M66 and 3628 is 37' N. of it.

Arthur Davis Feb.20l8.


