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Sunrise Sunset Mercury Sets Venus Sets  

1st – 5:00am 

10th – 5:08am 

20th – 5:20am 

30th – 5:33am 

1st – 9:29pm 

10th – 9:24pm 

20th – 9:14pm 

30th – 9:01pm 

1st – 10:47pm 

5th – 10:41pm 

10th – 10:29pm 

15th – 10:13pm 

20th – 9:52pm 

25th – 9:28pm  

1st – 11:30pm 

10th – 11:13pm 

20th – 10:50pm 

30th – 10:25pm 

Moon Rise Moon Set Moon Rise Moon Set 

- - - - - - - 

1st – 11:28pm 

2nd – 11:55pm 

4th – 12:18am 

5th – 12:41am 

6th – 1:02am (LQ) 

7th – 1:24am 

8th – 1:48am 

9th – 2:16am 

10th – 2:50am 

11th – 3:33am 

12th – 4:26am 

13th – 5:32am (New) 

14th – 6:47am 

15th – 8:07am 

16th – 9:28am 

1st – 8:04am 

2nd – 9:06am 

3rd – 10:10am 

4th – 11:16am 

5th – 12:23pm 

6th – 1:31pm (LQ) 

7th – 2:43pm 

8th – 3:56pm 

9th – 5:13pm 

10th – 6:29pm 

11th – 7:42pm 

12th – 8:48pm 

13th – 9:43pm (New) 

14th – 10:27pm 

15th – 11:02pm 

16th – 11:32pm 

17th – 10:47am 

18th – 12:03pm 

19th – 1:16pm (FQ) 

20th – 2:26pm 

21st – 3:35pm 

22nd – 4:41pm 

23rd – 5:43pm 

24th – 6:41pm 

25th – 7:34pm 

26th – 8:19pm 

27th – 8:58pm (Full) 

28th – 9:31pm 

29th – 9:59pm 

30th - 10:24pm 

31st – 10:46pm 

17th – 11:57pm 

19th – 12:21am (FQ) 

20th – 12:44am 

21st – 1:08am 

22nd – 1:34am 

23rd – 2:04am 

24th – 2:38am 

25th – 3:19am 

26th – 4:06am 

27th – 4:59am (Full) 

28th – 5:56am 

29th – 6:58am 

30th – 8:02am 

31st – 9:07am 

- - - - - - - 

A useful 
site: www.heavens-

above.com 
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From the night of the 31st May till sunrise the Moon will be near Mars. At midnight when the Moon is 7 
degrees above the horizon in the south east, Mars is just 4 degrees to the lower right of the Moon.  

On the 1st July* there is a planned launch from Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan of a Russian-
Ukrainian Zenit rocket. Its payload is the Lybid 1 communications satellite for Ukrainian Satellite 
operator Ukrkosmos – a launch originally planned for 2015 but delayed due to the conflict between 
Russian and the Ukraine over the annexation of Crimea. 

At midnight on the 1st the Moon is 3 degrees above the south eastern horizon with Mars 14 degrees to its 
right. 

On the night of the 3rd in the ESE at 1:00am, Neptune is just 4 degrees to the upper left of the Moon and 
1 degree to the right of the 4thmagnitude star Phi Aquarii in the constellation of Aquarius. 

On the 7th at 4:00am in the ESE Uranus is 10½ degrees to the above left of the Moon. 

At 4:00am on the 8th in the east, Uranus is 8 degrees above right of the Moon.  

On the 9th* at 10:51pm* there is a scheduled launch from Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan of a Soyuz 
2-1A rocket. It will be tasked with lifting the Progress MS-09 cargo spacecraft into orbit for a supplies 
delivery to the International Space Station (ISS). This is the 162nd overall mission of the Russian cargo 
vehicle since its first flight in 1978 and the 72nd to the ISS.  

On the 9th at 10:30pm the bright star Regulus in Leo is just 1 degree below Venus, which is 7 degrees 
above the western horizon. 

At 4:00am on the 10th in the ENE the Moon is just 1 degree to the left of the 3rd magnitude star Gamma 
Tauri in the Constellation of Taurus. An occultation of the bright star Aldebaran in Taurus by the Moon 
occurs today. This will only be visible from Greenland, Canada and north central Russia.  

Mercury is at maximum eastern elongation form the Sun on the 12th. 

As the sky begins to darken around 10:00pm on the 12th, Venus will be in the west, with the bright star 
Regulus in Leo, 3 degrees to the lower right of it. 

Pluto is at opposition on the 12th and is in the constellation of Sagittarius. Its location at 1:15am on the 
13th is due south and 17½ degrees above the horizon. 

A “Partial Eclipse of the Sun” occurs on the 13th which will only be seen from a very small area of South 
Eastern Australia and Tasmania.  

On the 14th at 10:00pm low in the WNW, there is a very thin crescent Moon just 3 degrees above the 
horizon. Mercury is just 2 degrees to the left of the Moon and 2½ degrees above the horizon.  

At 10:00pm on the 15th the crescent Moon is just 4½ degrees to the right of the planet Venus with 
Regulus, 2 degrees to the lower right of the Moon. 

On the 15th at midnight in the south east, Mars will be 8½ degrees above the horizon. Just 1 degree below 
it, is the 4th magnitude star Psi Capricorni in the constellation of Capricorn. 

On the evening of the 16th in the west at around 10:00pm Venus is 9 degrees to the lower right of the 
crescent Moon. 



On the 18th Comet C/2016 N6 Panstarrs is at perihelion and will be 2.669AU from us. Due to its position 
in Cancer and its close proximity to the Sun its unlikely to be seen. For further information please see 
'Comets' and 'Constellations' in the website above.  

At 11:00pm on the night of the 19th Jupiter will be 16 degrees to the left of the Moon. 

Looking south at midnight Saturn is 16 degrees above the horizon. Saturn lies between the stars Kaus 
Borealis (2.8 Mag) and Mu Sagittarii (3.8Mag) in Sagittarius. Mu Sagittarii is just 2 degrees to the upper 
right of it. 

On the 20th at 11:00pm Jupiter will be 4 degrees to the lower left of the Moon. The 2.7 magnitude star 
Zubenelgenubi in Libra is just under 2 degrees to the left of Jupiter. 

At 11:00pm on the 21st, Jupiter is 10½ degrees to the lower right of the Moon. 

On the 24th at midnight Saturn is just 3½ degrees to the left of the Moon. 

On the 25th* at 12:25pm* there is a scheduled launch from Guiana Space Centre, French Guiana of an 
Ariane 5 rocket. It will put four Galileo satellites into orbit to join the Galileo Navigation Satellite 
System. Flying with a modified EPS Second Stage, Ariane 5 will be tasked with directly delivering the 
satellites into their checkout orbit of 22,900 Kilometers in altitude.  

At 10:00pm on the 25th in the SSE Saturn is 7 degrees to the right of the Moon. 

On the 26th at 11:00pm Mars is 12½ degrees to the lower left of the Moon.  

There is a “Total Eclipse of the Moon” on the 27th. It will be visible from all of Europe, Africa, Asia, 
Australia and South America. From Somerset as the Moon rises this evening around 9:00pm it will 
already be in Totality which ends at 10:13:12pm. The Partial Phase ends at 11:19:00pm with the Earth's 
Penumbra Phase ending at 12:28:37am on the 28th. The Greatest Eclipse occurs at 9:21:43pm.  

On the 29th at 10:00pm low in the west, the asteroid Ceres is 1½ degrees below the 3.3 magnitude star 
Chertan in the constellation of Leo. For further information please see 'Asteroids' and 'Constellations' in 
the website above. 

Low in the south east at 10:00pm on the 27th Mars is just 6 degrees to the lower right of the Moon. Mars 
is at opposition also on this day and is currently at its best to view this year. 

The South Delta Aquariids meteor shower can be seen from the 12th July - 23rd August. They reach their 
peak on the 30th. 

The Alpha Capricornids meteor shower can be seen from the 3rd July - 15th August. They reach their peak 
on the 30th. 

On the 30th at midnight Neptune is 5 degrees to the above left of the Moon in the south east. Neptune is 
just 1 degree to the right of the 4th magnitude star Phi Aquarii in the constellation of Aquarius. 

There is a planned launch on the 31st* at 3:07pm* from Cape Canaveral in Florida of a Delta IV-Heavy 
Rocket. Its payload is the Parker Solar Probe which will swoop to within 4 million miles (5.9 million 
kilometers) to the Sun’s photosphere, typically considered as the ‘surface’ of the Sun. It will face heat 
and radiation like no other spacecraft before it. It will provide new data on solar activity and make 
critical contributions to our ability to forecast major space-weather events that impact life on Earth. Its 
mission will last approximately 7 years. (See News below) 



At 11:00pm on the 31st, Neptune is 7½ degrees to the upper right of the Moon, which is 1 degree above 
the horizon in the east. 

On the 31st the asteroid Vesta is just 2¼ degrees above the 4th magnitude star named '85340' in the 
constellation of Ophiuchus. For further information please see 'Asteroids' and 'Constellations' in the 
website above. 

By the end of the month Comet 66P Du Toit will be in the constellation of Cetus. Its at its closest to us 
between the 3rd - 11th August when its 0.917AU distance. It was at 10.2 Magnitude (22/5) For further 
information please see 'Comets' and 'Constellations' in the website above. 

* = Dates and times are subject to change 

News: The Parker Solar Probe systems are designed to endure the extreme radiation and heat near the 
Sun, where the incident solar intensity is approximately 520 times the intensity at Earth orbit, by the use 
of a solar shadow-shield. The solar shield is 11.4 cm (4½ inches) thick and is made of reinforced carbon-
carbon composite,which is designed to withstand temperatures of about 1,377 degrees Celsius. The 
shield is hexagonal and is mounted at the Sun-facing side of the spacecraft. It's trajectory from Earth will 
include seven Venus flybys over nearly seven years to gradually shrink its elliptical orbit around the Sun, 
for a total of 24 orbits. The science phase will take place during those 7 years, focusing on the periods 
when the spacecraft is closest to the Sun.  

Fact: When the Radcliffe Observatory was founded near Pretoria, after the war, local roads were named 
after stars: Rigel Road, Arcturus Road, Sirius Road,and so on. One of these was named Canopsus Road. 
Jack Bennett, a well-known amateur astronomer who lived there , wrote to the city council and gently 
pointed out that it really should be 'Canopus',not Canopsus. Their reply was worth putting on record: 
'Thank you for your letter. Unfortunately our maps have now been printed and distributed, and it is not 
possible to alter the name of the road. Can you not alter the name of the star?’ The maps of today now 
show it the right way. 
	
	


