
December’s meeting, as usual, was our annual social gathering with some short talks from members 

followed by some food and chat.  We’ve always felt that CADAS is a social club as well as one 

dedicated to astronomy, both practical and “armchair” so we always enjoy the chance to chat with 

everyone about all things astronomical. 

We started with the annual Arthur Davis “lecture” given by Terry.  As well as gifting us his 

observatory dome (which we sold on to East Kent Astronomical Society) Arthur also gave us his 

collection of astronomical slides (some 1200 in all) as well as a high quality scanner.  Terry has 

scanned in most of these slides and there is ample scope to produce a short talk for many years to 

come!  This year’s talk was on The Leviathan of Parsonstown aka the Birr Castle 72” telescope which 

Arthur visited and took photos.  The telescope was for many years the largest in the world and is 

renowned for being the place that spiral galaxies were first drawn. 

This was followed by Pete Adshead describing how he has renovated a 120mm refractor gifted to the 

society.  Pete has diligently turned a fairly corroded mount and scope into something that now works 

well and is available for all members to borrow.  Indeed, it’s already out on its first loan and we hope 

that Mike has some decent weather to try it out. 

Jim LeFeuvre then gave a talk about finding one’s position on the Earth in one of the most difficult 

places on it, namely the South Pole.  He described the instruments R F Scott used to find his way to 

the Pole in 1912 and the difficulty in getting an accurate position with magnetic compasses next to 

useless and only the sun available to take sextant fixes in -40 degree temperatures. 

Another December meeting favourite is the astronomy quiz (ok – vaguely associated with astronomy 

quiz :-) conducted by Bud and Viv.  As ever, a huge range of questions- from the very technical to pop 

culture - and very enjoyable.  Thanks to both for the hard work putting this together. 

The January Meeting speaker will be Bud who will talk about Albert Einstein.  Terry wil then look at 

the astronomical prospects for 2026. 

 



Upcoming Events 

Planets 
 

Mercury, Venus and Mars are now very close to the sun and will not be observable for the next few 

weeks. 

Jupiter dominates the dark hours near Castor & Pollux and will be in opposition on 10th January. 

Saturn has faded since its opposition back in September and the rings are starting to open up again. 

They’re still very narrow, though, until the middle of 2026. 

Uranus is just below the Pleiades in the morning sky.  It should be visible in binoculars. 

Neptune is only visible in a telescope.  It’s not far from Saturn (about 4 degrees and closing to 

another conjunction in February). 

Comet 3/I ATLAS is well placed in the morning sky in Leo but is very faint and will need a big 

telescope.  It will be at its nearest to Earth on 19th December.



Upcoming Meetings 

 

Jan 21 Bud Budzynski  Albert Einstein 

Feb 18 Brian Fraser Exploration of Mars 

Mar 18 John Stapleton   Amateur Astronomy: Why do we do it? 

Apr 15 David Strange    Norman Lockyer 

May 20  Ask the Panel 

 

Events 
 

Manor Court Friday 23rd January 2026 

Redstart School Thursday 29th January 2026 

 



 

2026  Programme  

 

 

2026 

Jan 21 

Feb 18 

Mar 18 John Stapleton   Amateur Astronomy: Why do we do it? 

Apr 15 David Strange    Norman Lockyer 

May 20  Ask the Panel 

Jun 17    

Jul 22     

Aug 19  Mark Hardaker  Astronomical Planning and Recording 

- How to Get the Most Out of your Hobby   

Sep 16   Gadgets and Gizmos Evening followed by Observing Session 

Oct 21     

Nov 18   

Dec 16  Christmas Social and members’ short talks 

 

 

CADAS meetings start at 7:30pm and last about 2 hours including a 
break for tea/coffee and cake.  We meet at the Village Hall in 
Norton-sub-Hamdon, TA14 6SF.  See http://www.cadas.net/ for 
further details. 

 
 

http://www.cadas.net/

