
After the longest driest summer since 1976, it was inevitable that it would be cloudy with showers 

for our August meeting  However, warm and dry in the hall, we were entertained by Mark 

Hardaker of Fordingbridge Astronomers talking on How to get the Most out of Your Hobby - Planning, 

Sketching and Logging.  Mark started by taking us back to his childhood where he observed the Echo 

2 satellite and started his involvement with astronomy via the inevitable reading of lots of Patrick 

Moore books. One of these suggested that one should keep a log of observations and, with a 3” 

refractor purchased for £20, Mark kept logs (which has still got!) until he was 16 when life 

(inevitably) took him to other interests.  [Coincidentally, I observed Echo 1A at around the same age, 

but a few years earlier, read the Patrick Moore books and kept logs.  Unfortunately, my mother 

tipped out my logs when I was in college so Mark has one on me there].  Mark got back into 

astronomy when he returned to the UK and has been fully immersed in the hobby for a number of 

years. 

Mark then went on to describe how he carefully plans what he’s going to observe or photograph on 

an observing evening.  He has a number of long term projects (including the Herschel 400).  This 

produces a typed up list of targets and when they should be observed for the best view.  He also has 

a (long:-) checklist of equipment to take on the observing trips which are usually at the society’s 

Knowlton Observatory site which is far enough from his home to not want to return for a missing 

eyepiece! 

Mark does do some astrophotography but only claims to dabble.  However, he does do lots of 

sketching of objects at the eyepiece.  He uses good quality paper and a 6B pencil for his sketches 

which take time but helps you look far more carefully than just a “quick look”.  This led us on to 

logging of observations.  Mark uses a good old fashioned Log Book with entries in ink and any 

sketches on the opposite page.  This provides a very compact record which he indexes in an Excel 

spreadsheet so that records can be found easily. 

Mark (like myself) finds that carefully recording observations takes astronomy beyond being “just a 

hobby” to being something one can look back on with some pride and adds further enjoyment 

without it becoming “work”.  An excellent talk on a different subject to our usual fare! 

After the break, Terry led us through what will be visible in the sky over the next month (see below) 

and showed some pictures of the planets and the Milky Way recently visible. 

Following last week’s eclipse, we had a number of images including H-Alpha images from Bud (which 

showed lots of detail on the disk), the whole eclipse from Ian and the equipment he’d used (and had 

been looked through by lots of people who had turned around on their fruitless journey up Ham Hill) 

and a white light sequence from Terry who had been observing (along with about 1,000 others!) 

from North Hill above Minehead. 

The next meeting will, we hope, be the Observing Evening preceded by the Gadgets & Gizmos 

session. This is, essentially, a “show and tell” by members of anything that they find useful for their 

astronomy.  This could be a piece of hardware, some software or even a book.  We don’t want long 

presentations, just a few minutes describing “whatever it is”.  Please just come along with anything 

you like and we’ll have a great session, as usual.  Assuming the weather holds, then we’ll have a few 

telescopes set up on the Rec and we’ll have a look at some of the best objects visible , including 

Saturn (though this will be quite low down).



Upcoming Events 

Planets 
Mercury may just be visible in the morning sky for the next day or two low down below Jupiter at 

around 05:15BST.  It had a good apparition in the first week or so of August and is still quite bright 

(magnitude -1.5). 

Venus keeps moving south and less visible each night but it is so bright that it can usually be found 

just after sunset.  You can observe it with a telescope well before sunset (careful!!) and it’s currently 

showing a half-moon shape.  By the next meeting, it will be a crescent and quite a bit closer (and 

bigger). 

Mars is now well up in a fully dark sky at around 03:45BST and nearly 30 degrees up by the start of 

Nautical Twilight.  It’s quickly moved through Taurus and is now at the foot of Gemini.  By the next 

meeting it will have moved through Gemini to be near Pollux.  The moon will be nearby on 

September 7th and should be a good photo opportunity at around 5:00BST.  Mars still isn’t very bright 

and will be about the same as Pollux when it passes by. 

Jupiter is starting to emerge from the morning twilight and rises at around 04:45BST and is about 5 

degrees altitude by the start of Civil Twilight at 05:30BST.  It will rapidly become more obvious and by 

the next meeting it will be about 20 degrees high as it starts to get light at 05:30BST 

Saturn rises at 22:00 BST and is transits the meridian by 04:30 or so.  The rings are a bit more open 

but seeing Cassini’s division is still a bit tricky. By the next meeting, it will be rising at 20:00BST and 

be about 12 degrees high when it gets fully dark at 21:00BST. 

Uranus was close to Mars in early July but Mars has moved away leaving Uranus between the 

Pleiades and the Hyades.  It’s easily visible in binoculars (if you know where to look!).  It’s coming up 

to its “stationary point” on 11th September so isn’t moving far (or fast!) 

Neptune rises before Saturn and transits about 03:30BST in a fully dark sky.  You will need a 

telescope. 

Constellations 
It’s now getting dark by 22:00BST and only Arcturus is visible of the spring stars.  Look to follow the 

tail of the Plough (follow the arc to Arcturus:-).  The summer triangle of Vega, Deneb and Altair 

dominate near the meridian with Sagittarius low down in the south.  Look for the “teapot” shaped 

asterism with the steam of the Milky Way coming out of the spout.  Scorpius is getting low in SSW 

but the 1st quarter moon will be nearby on 20th August.  The moon will prevent those Milky Way 

photos until around the start of September but you will be able to take them from about 22:00BST 

Pegasus and Saturn below are prominent by around 23:00BST and will be near the meridian at thet 

time by the next meeting.  Remember to have a look for the Andromeda Galaxy (M31) if you have 

binoculars or with the naked eye if you have a reasonably dark sky. 



Orion and its retinue of winter constellations are already up before it gets light and will be getting 

near the meridian when it gets light on the morning of the next meeting. 

Lunar Eclipse 
Following the solar eclipse of 12th August, there is a partial lunar eclipse on the morning of 28th 

August.  It won’t be total, so none of the “Blood Red Moon” stuff, but will be about 90% total (similar 

to the partial solar eclipse of the 12th).  The eclipse starts at around 03:30BST with maximum at 05:12 

and finishes at 06:51.  The moon sets at around 06:30, though, with sunrise at 06:20 so we won’t see 

the full eclipse. 

Occultation 
The thin crescent moon will occult M44 in Cancer on the morning of 8th September.  Not spectacular 

but it’s likely that the moon and the “Earthshine” on the un-sunlit side will make a nice photo or two. 

Comets 
Comet 220P/McNaught has had another outburst and is currently easily visible in a telescope.  

10P/Tempel should be visible in binoculars but it is very low for us W of Fomalhaut in Piscis 

Austrinus. 



Upcoming Meetings 

Sep 16   Gadgets and Gizmos Evening followed by Observing Session 

Oct 21    Terry Evans Observing the Sun OR Observing Session Rain Date 

Nov 18   James Palmer Approaching the Stars - single image shots to short exposure 

astrophotography 

Dec 16  Christmas Social and short talks 

 

Events 
Redstart School Thursday 11th February 2027 

Astrofest in London 5th & 6th February 2027 

 



Somerset Levels Stagazers 

The monthly meetings of the Somerset Levels Stargazers take place on the last Wednesday of each 

month at 7.30 p.m at Othery Village Hall, Fore Street, Othery TA7 0QU 

August 24
th
 Josh Dury Astroarchaeology  (Note – Monday!!) 

September 30
th
 Hugh Allen Astrochemistry 

October 28
th
 Simon Toogood Jupiters Atmosphere From J.W.S.T. Data 

November 25
th
 Jo Richardson Astro-Tourism 



 

2026  Programme  

 

 

2026 

Jan 21 Bud Budzynski  Albert Einstein  

Feb 18 Brian Fraser Exploration of Mars 

Mar 18 John Stapleton   Amateur Astronomy: Why do we do it? 

Apr 15 David Strange    Norman Lockyer 

May 20  Ask the Panel 

Jun 17   Hugh Allen  Reaching Across the Gulf of Space: The life and 

work of Sir William Huggins 

Jul 15    Bud Budzynski  Building a Lunar Base 

Aug 19  Mark Hardaker  Astronomical Planning and Recording 

- How to Get the Most Out of your Hobby   

Sep 16   Gadgets and Gizmos Evening followed by Observing Session 

Oct 21   Terry Evans Observing the Sun or Observing Session Rain 
Date  

Nov 18  James Palmer Approaching the Stars - single image shots to 
short exposure astrophotography 

Dec 16  Christmas Social and members’ short talks 

 

 

CADAS meetings start at 7:30pm and last about 2 hours including a 
break for tea/coffee and cake.  We meet at the Village Hall in 
Norton-sub-Hamdon, TA14 6SF.  See http://www.cadas.net/ for 
further details. 

 
 

http://www.cadas.net/

